ROY SCHATZ & SIERRA CLUB ONTARIO, GREAT LAKES SECTION

In conjunction with information I am sharing or have already shared with you concerning the work of the Great Lakes Section of the Ontario Chapter of Sierra Club Canada, you may be interested in the following. 

You may have heard that John Seagram and I left Georgian Bay Forever last September and that the Board subsequently convened a special meeting to remove Mary Muter.  (The details I would be willing to chat about in a conversation.)  As a result of Mary’s departure, the active members of the water levels committee also left, and we all decided to join the Ontario Chapter of Sierra Club Canada and form their new Great Lakes Section (December 4, 2010).

Our brilliant hydrology engineer, Bill Bialkowski, undertook an intense examination of the flow of the St. Clair River, the data for which the International Upper Great Study Board (IUGLSB) had recently revised, acknowledging that their flow data were faulty from 1985 until 2006.  The June 9 press release of Sierra Club Ontario is about Bill’s report, which is available in its entirety or executive summary form on the Sierra Club’s website. 

The volunteer work of Bill was the equivalent of a $20,000 contract from the IUGLSB, which of course they would never grant to their nemesis.  If you want to be helpful to our cause, please share this information with Georgian Bay and Lake Huron-Michigan colleagues and urge them to donate to the Sierra Club Canada Foundation, indicating that their donation is for the work of the Great Lakes Section.  Mary Muter and I will have to travel to all eight U.S. Sierra Club Chapters on the Great Lakes to bring them up to speed on this issue, as it is quite new to them.  They will be the key to drumming up grass roots support in the U.S.A., which well-informed advisors have told us in the most effective approach to educating local political leaders and, through them, Washington, where the Great Lakes decision-making really starts.  There are other research projects that our Great Lakes Section has undertaken, and they too need further funding. 

There are also public meetings with the IUGLSB coming up in early August, and we will need well-informed citizens there to question the Study Board’s representatives.  Mary, Bill, and I will be happy to develop such spokespersons at meetings organized by local Georgian Bay and other groups. 

Regards,

Roy Schatz

