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Middle Great Lakes losing 200 tons of water per second
 

Toronto - A report released today by Sierra Club Ontario’s Great Lakes Section has found serious errors in the calculations of a report by the International Upper Great Lakes Study Board (IUGLSB). The 2009 report, which cost $17 Million, recommended that nothing be done about the increased outflow from Lakes Michigan and Huron. But according to Sierra Club’s Bill Bialkowski, an engineer with extensive experience in hydraulic modeling, the increased outflow is significantly higher than documented in the IUGLSB report.
 Bialkowski’s analysis is available at http://o.sierraclub.ca/en/ontario-water-campaign
 In January of this year, the IUGLSB released “revised data” for the upper lakes that included 100 years of levels and flow data. Using three separate approaches, Bialkowski was only able to balance the amount of water in the middle lakes by adding 200 Cu Metres (that’s two hundred tonnes!) of water per second to the St. Clair River flow.  He carried out this analysis using the same revised flow data that the IUGLSB claimed to be using for their work.
 It is important to note that the impact of the unprecedented thirteen years of sustained low water levels on Lakes Michigan and Huron is significant and includes dried up wetlands and shallow, load-reducing shipping channels. Wetland loss is negatively impacting aquatic life and allowing encroachment of the aggressive, exotic Phragmites reed, causing further loss of habitat.
 “Our report requires a serious re-think by the International Upper Great Lakes Study Board”, said Sierra Club’s Great Lakes Section Chair, Mary Muter.  “They need to go back to their reports and correct all their St. Clair River hydraulic work to include the missing 200 tonnes of water per second being lost forever from the middle lakes. Everyone should be concerned -  this amount of water lost is two times the Chicago Diversion.”
 The Lake Superior Control Board has many times increased the outflow from Lake Superior in a futile attempt to address the persistent low water levels on Lakes Michigan/Huron/Georgian Bay.  But to raise the water level by 5 cm on that vast expanse of water, they have to draw down Lake Superior by 10 cm. 
 “It is unacceptable to sacrifice the headwaters of the Great Lakes in a vain attempt to solve the problems downstream. We must explore ways to address the problems of the downstream lakes that don’t involve draining Lake Superior,” said John Jackson of Great Lakes United.
 

Additional work by Sierra Club includes an analysis of water level effects of placing flexible, environmentally acceptable measures in the upper St Clair River. By slowing the outflow, 20 to 30 cm of water could be gradually replaced in the beleaguered middle lakes – Michigan and Huron. 
“It is time to address over 100 years of failure to respect the Boundary Waters Treaty”, said Sierra Club’s Roy Schatz. “Only Lakes Huron and Michigan’s levels have been negatively impacted by the century of navigational dredging, shoreline alterations and sand and gravel mining that have altered the St. Clair River and increased flow out of these lakes. This problem may be solved amicably, considering upstream and downstream conditions. IUGLS must consider flexible remedial measures for the St. Clair River.”
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